
 
  
 

 
8:30AM | August 02, 2026  

 
PRELUDE What A Friend We Have In Jesus           Judi Wilkinson  
 by: Converse/hayes 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please let us know that you worshipped with us today: www.westernhillsep.org/attendance/  
See our full list of announcements here: www.westernhillsep.org/happening-now/ 
  

CALLING US TO WORSHIP 
When the crowds were weary and hungry, Jesus looked upon them with deep 
compassion. He did not send them away, but welcomed them near.  
We, too, come to this place weary and carrying heavy hearts. We look to the Lord, 
and He gives us what we need.  
With just five loaves and two fish, Christ gave thanks, broke the bread, and filled every 
empty stomach until all were satisfied. 
Praise be to God, whose grace is never scarce and whose table is wide enough for 
the whole world.  
Jesus says to us today, "They need not go away; you give them something to eat."  
Lord, take our small gifts, multiply our love, and use our hands to feed a hungry 
world. Come, let us worship the God of abundance. Amen! 
 
HYMNS – Jesus Shall Reign, UMH No. 157; Break Thou The Bread Of Life, UMH No. 599 
 

GREETING ONE ANOTHER 
The light of Christ shines brightly in the darkened places of our lives, bringing healing 
and hope. The light of Christ shines brightly in the faces of our neighbors. Look for that 
light as we take a few moments to welcome each other.    
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Lord, the eyes of all look to you in hope, and you give them what they need. You 
open your hand and satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living thing.  
 

http://www.westernhillsep.org/attendance/
http://www.westernhillsep.org/happening-now/


 

We, too, turn to you again, longing to be filled— to eat of the Bread of Life, to drink 
from your life-giving streams, to taste your goodness and live!  
 
May the time we spend together in your presence nourish our hearts and minds; 
may it strengthen our relationship with you; and may it renew our commitment to 
live in this world as your faithful disciples.  
 
In your name, Lord Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 
PSALTER   Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21  You Open Wide Your Hand 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
All the Lord’s ways are just, all the Lord’s doings are kind. 
The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 
He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also hears their cry, and saves them. 
The Lord watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. 
My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh will bless his holy name 
forever and ever. 
 
SCRIPTURE Matthew 14:13-21 NRSVUE  
The Word of God, for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DOXOLOGY 
 
MESSAGE          Pastor Joe Whitley 
 
HYMN – For The Bread Which You Have Broken, UMH No. 615  
 
INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON 
 
SHARING IN HOLY COMMUNION   
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
O God: our light, our beauty, our rest, 
In the resurrection of your Son you have brought us into your new creation. And 
through this sacred Communion you have made us one.  
We thank you for your love for us, for the world, and for your church. 
Formed as your people, in love, may all that we do bring you glory 
through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 



 

GIVING TALK AND OFFERING 
 
PRAYER FOR OUR OFFERING  
Gracious God, 
you have granted us wisdom, understanding, and knowledge 
far greater than that of any teacher; 
you have given us love and grace freely from your abundance. 
As you have shared your gifts with us, we share these gifts with you, 
that all the world may know you. 
As you have led us by the hand, we offer our hands to your service, 
in praise and thanksgiving. Amen! 
 
HYMN – Make Me A Captive, Lord, UMH No. 421 
 
BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE  Dr. Esequiel Meza                                                                                                                                                           
       
   You are invited to sit and listen to the postlude. 

 
LAY READER: Rick Snow 


