
 
  
 

 
8:30 AM | July 26, 2026  

Parables of the Reign of Heaven  

( In our reading from Matthew 13:31-33, 44-51, Jesus shares 5 parables to emphasize the value of the 
“Kingdom of God”.) 

 
  

PRELUDE  Esequiel Meza 
   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please let us know that you worshipped with us today: 
www.westernhillsep.org/attendance/  
See our full list of announcements here: www.westernhillsep.org/happening-now/ 
  
CALLING US TO WORSHIP 
How beautiful is the word of the Lord! 
How wise are God’s commandments! 
Through the Lord’s precepts, we gain understanding. 
Through God’s wisdom, we find truth. 
The Lord is our God; we are God’s people. 
God’s word lives within us,for it is written on our hearts. 
Living Word, Great Teacher, lead us and guide us! Amen! 
 
HYMNS – Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise   UMH No. 103 
 
GREETING ONE ANOTHER 
The light of Christ shines brightly in the darkened places of our lives, bringing healing 
and hope. The light of Christ shines brightly in the faces of our neighbors. Look for 
that light as we take a few moments to welcome each other.    
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Gracious Lord, 
your words are sweet to the taste, sweeter than honey; 
let them be our daily meditation and our study. 

http://www.westernhillsep.org/attendance/
http://www.westernhillsep.org/happening-now/


 

Give us ears to hear, for we marvel at your instruction. 
Train us in righteousness, grant us patience and persistence, 
and equip us for every good work. 
Please inspire our faith, and give us voices to proclaim your message, 
for you alone speak the words of life. Amen. 
 
PSALTER   Psalm 119:129-136  Light and Understanding 
Your decrees are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them. 
The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple. 
With open mouth I pant, because I long for your commandments. 
Turn to me and be gracious to me, for you are just to those who love your name. 
Keep my steps steady according to your promise, and never let iniquity have dominion 
over me. 
Redeem me from human oppression, that I may keep your precepts. 
Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your statutes. 
My eyes shed streams of tears, because your law is not kept. 
 
SCRIPTURES  Romans 8:31-35, 37-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-51 NRSVUE 
The Word of God, for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DOXOLOGY 
 
MESSAGE  Pastor Joe Whitley 
 
HYMN – You Are the Seed UMH No. 583  
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. ” 
 
GIVING TALK AND OFFERING 
 
PRAYER FOR OUR OFFERING  
Gracious God, 
you have granted us wisdom, understanding, and knowledge 
far greater than that of any teacher; 
you have given us love and grace freely from your abundance. 
As you have shared your gifts with us, we share these gifts with you, 
that all the world may know you. 



 

As you have led us by the hand, we offer our hands to your service, 
in praise and thanksgiving. Amen! 
 
HYMN – Let All Things Now Living  
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Come, Christians, Join to Sing           Judi Wilkinson  
 Spanish Hymn/ Vandall 

 
                        
 LAY READER: Sara Smith  
 


