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“The Parable of the Sower”  

(Jesus said) ”But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it, who indeed bears fruit”---Matthew 13:23 

 
  

PRELUDE Standing on the Promises Esequiel Meza 
 by: Carter/Hayes 
   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCMENTS 

Let us know that you worshipped with us today: www.westernhillsep.org/attendance/  
See our full list of announcements here: www.westernhillsep.org/happening-now/ 
  

 
CALLING US TO WORSHIP 
The sower goes out to sow the seed, scattering it with extravagant grace. 
We come with our lives, seeking good soil for the seed to take root. 
Too often, our hearts are hardened by the path, or choked by the thorns of daily 
worries. 
Lord, please clear away the clutter and calm our distracted spirits. 
Open your ears to listen and your minds to understand the mysteries of the Kingdom. 
Speak to us, O God. Prepare our hearts to receive your word. 
Let us worship the God who lovingly sows truth in our lives. 
May our lives bear fruit, yielding a harvest of love, grace, and peace! Amen! 
 
HYMN – Come, Ye Thankful People Come No. 694 
 

GREETING ONE ANOTHER 
The light of Christ shines brightly in the darkened places of our lives, bringing healing 
and hope. The light of Christ shines brightly in the faces of our neighbors. Look for that 
light as we take a few moments to welcome each other.    
 
 
 

http://www.westernhillsep.org/attendance/
http://www.westernhillsep.org/happening-now/


 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
O God, we gather together in Your presence with expectation, 
hungry for an encounter with You, 
eager to hear Your Word. 
 
Open our eyes and ears to the presence of Your Holy Spirit. 
May the seeds of Your Word scattered among us this morning 
fall on fertile soil. 
May they take root in our hearts and lives, 
and produce an abundant harvest 
of good words and deeds. 
 
We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our teacher and our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PSALTER   Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24           You Have Searched Me and Known Me 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far 
away. 
You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. 
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? 
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and night wraps itself around me," 
even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness 
is as light to you. 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. 
See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
SCRIPTURE Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19, and Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 NRSVue 
The word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
DOXOLOGY 
 
MESSAGE 
 
SONG – All Good Gifts 



 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
GIVING TALK AND OFFERING 
Special Music:     This Day           Soloist: Jackie Gaines 
 Lowell Alexander 

 
PRAYER FOR OUR OFFERING  
Generous God, we can never repay you, we can only thank you. You are the giver of 
life, breath, and every good thing; we are forever thankful. 
  
Please receive these offerings as a sign of our gratitude and an act of our 
commitment to bear witness to your great story of redemption and hope through 
Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
HYMN – God of Grace and God of Glory No. 577 
 
BENEDICTION 

 
 
POSTLUDE  Esequiel Meza 
  

  
 LAY READER: Gene 
 


