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WESTERN HILLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Leadership Board Minutes 
February 13, 2018, 6:30 PM 

WHUMC Stewart Family Life Center 
 

Present: 14 – Miriam Cook, Bob Craig, Peggy Craig, Manny Gonzalez, Nancy  
Haegele, Mary Bell Haney, Troy Hughes, Roy Mathew, Lamont  

Nahrgang, Robert Pelfrey, Steve Putnicki, David Raley, Leah Renteria, 
Sarah Spencer, 

 
Guests:   1 – Jane LaGrone 

 
Opening, Devotional, and Prayer – Steve Putnicki 

Chairman, Steve Putnicki, called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM.  He opened the 

meeting with a devotional and challenge on helping people who “don’t have 

time” to know the satisfaction of serving.  (See Attachment A) 

 

We welcomed new Leadership Board members Nancy Haegele and Lamont 
Nahrgang. 

 

Reports: 

Finance – Bob Craig  

(See attachment B) 

 

SPRC – Sarah Spencer  

Just completed the staff appreciation celebration on Sunday, February 11th.  The 
church is fully staffed.  This is Sarah’s last year as SPRC chairman.  A goal this 

year is to have a comprehensive binder of staff job descriptions.  Jane LaGrone 
and Robert Pelfrey will send E-copies of the job descriptions and Sarah will get 

them all updated. 

 

Trustees – Manny Gonzalez 

The Trustees have two purposes.  1) Managing the brick and mortar aspects of the 
church facility.  2) The Trustee Chairman is the President of WHUMC, Inc. He/she 

negotiates and signs contracts, etc.  At the end of this meeting all the Trustees 
need to have a meeting chaired by Robert Pelfrey to elect the president and other 

officers of the Board of Trustees for 2018.  [Results of election:  Manny Gonzalez 
will remain Trustee Chairman and President of WHUMC, Inc.  David Raley is 

Trustee Co-Chairman, and Leah Renteria is Trustee Secretary.  Lamont Nahrgang 
is a Trustee Member]. 

 

Utilities, especially electricity, are very expensive.  We cannot control nature.  
Please, everyone be aware of wasting this resource.  Our media system needs to 

be revamped, not replaced.  Hopefully, this expense will not come out of the 
general fund.  Thankfully, we have the Foundation that will usually cover these 

costs.  The air conditioner will soon be started.  We have new chillers and a new 
boiler.  We do not know if the other components will be working until the change-
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over happens.  Leah Renteria asked if we have considered looking at solar energy.  

Yes, but payback of the initial cost would take years or even decades.   

 

The Ridge – Leah Renteria 

We have run into a few snags.  The architect that was hired was actually 

moonlighting from his company and nothing was happening.  That problem was 
resolved.  The contractor hired to refurbish the new Ridge facility had to be fired.  

Another contractor has been hired and the job is underway.  The congregation is 
doing a lot to help and our scheduled work days have been successful.  We are still 

using the school on Sundays.  We are already using the education area for bible 
studies.  The worship area is not ready at all and our startup date is way beyond 

what we previously anticipated.  Due to this, we have moved The Ridge’s Pastor 
Appreciation Sunday to July 

 

United Methodists International – Mary Bell Haney 

In 2016 the United Methodists came to an impasse concerning LGBTQs’ roles in 

our denomination.  The main question is about whether they should be permitted 
to be part of the clergy.  The Council of Bishops (CoB) have selected 30 people 

from all over the world ranging in age from in their 20s to in their 80s who have 
been meeting for a year to discuss the possibilities of moving forward on this 

subject.  The CoB are nervous so they want to hear from the rank and file.  This 
Sunday at 3:00 PM WHUMC is hosting the first meeting for discussion.  

Subsequent meetings will be:  March 4 – Odessa; March 18 – Clovis; April 21 – 
Albuquerque.  The findings of these meetings will be submitted to the Bishops.  

They want to know what is most important for the people in our conference.  The 
Bishops will present this to a special general conference in February 2019. 

 

Discussion "Where have we come?” – All 

 Increased the number of turkey sandwiches.   
 Changed our worship times 

 Mission trip to Louisiana with four teens and six adults 
 Membership has increased 

 From our District Superintendent’s standpoint we have remained stable, strong, 
and forward-looking while other congregations are getting weaker 

 We have five different groups supporting the Opportunity Center 
 Other active groups are Prayer Shawls, Quilted Prayer Squares 

 Change the World 
 We have a number of active bible studies going on reaching different people at 

different levels. 

 

“Where are we going?” 

 The food truck ministry has a grant for the truck.  The price is good and then it 

has to be equipped.  We have been practicing with Operation Turkey Sandwich 
and two annual bazaar lunches.  We have trained food handlers’ managers 

 Take the church to the people, building the community, loving people 
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 Manny says we should have shirts that let people know we are Western Hills.  

That’s also a good idea for Opportunity Center volunteers 
 Maundy Thursday service in the dark was very moving.  Let’s do it again 

 Jenny Abbott and Mitzi Underwood are planning things for parents of our 
children and youth – things that are not book/study-based opportunities for 

which they do not have the time to spend 
 Building this leadership board – have a retreat, bonding.  The more we grow 

together with an atmosphere of trust, the more will follow our lead 
 Family game nights.  Parents organize – pot lucks 

 Youth soccer league 
 Outreach in nursing homes with the children - like putting on a talent show, 

visiting, or just painting ladies’ fingernails! 

 

Report:  Texas Methodist Fund - Year Long Giving Steve Putnicki 

(See Attachment C) 
 

Closing Prayer/Dismissal – Rev. Robert Pelfrey 
  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Peggy Craig 
 

(See Attachment D – Leadership Board Members) 
 
 

Our Mission:  Our mission is to reach out with the love of God to those beyond our church, to nurture 

our Church Body in the Christian Faith and Life, helping all to be transformed participants in the mission 
of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit  

“Reaching … Nurturing … Transforming” 
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Attachment C
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